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Climate change and the sustainable and responsible 
use of natural resources are among the main 
challenges for society today. This puts them at the top 
of the political environmental agenda, where they are 
likely to remain for the foreseeable future.

Product design and consumer behaviour can affect 
the overall sustainability performance and ef�ciency of 
a product. Companies making the products are 
paying closer attention to manufacture, utilisation, 
reuse and end-of-life, which are increasingly important 
for material speci�ers.

Among the tools and methodologies available to 
evaluate the environmental, economic and social 
performance of materials and consumer products 
(including their impact on climate change and natural 
resources), life cycle assessment (LCA) provides a 
holistic approach that considers the potential impacts 
from all stages of manufacture, product use and 
end-of-life (reuse, recycling or disposal).

A full life cycle approach is the only way to 
assess a product’s impact on the 
environment.

It is also, therefore, the best way to help society make 
informed decisions on the use of materials and their 
economic importance.

Focusing solely on one aspect of a product’s life, such 
as the material production or a single impact such as 
Global Warming Potential (GWP), distorts the real 
picture and could lead to unintended consequences 
because it might ignore increased impacts during 
another life cycle phase (e.g. the use phase) or in 
another environmental impact category. LCA ensures 
that these unintended consequences are understood 
and avoided.

An LCA ensures that improvements in one 
life cycle phase do not result in unintended 
consequences in another phase or impact 
category.

A life cycle approach 
is the only way to 
establish the true 
environmental 
performance of any 
given product.
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In a sustainable world, circular economy 
models maximise the value of raw 
materials by encouraging practices such 
as reducing the amount of raw materials 
consumed/material used, reuse, 
re-manufacturing and recycling. However, 
to ensure a genuine circular economy is 
achieved, a life cycle approach should be 
considered to measure the true 
environmental benefits of the model.

There is an increasing number of national or regional 
LCA databases which cover major industrial sectors. 
Many manufacturing organisations have LCA 
departments and there are more and more LCA 
software packages on the market. It is also a subject 
taught at universities.

The procedures of LCA are part of the International 
Standards Organisation (ISO) 14040 series of standards. 
LCA takes into account the environmental impacts of 
the manufacturing processes of a product, the 
extraction of the raw materials used by these processes, 
the use and maintenance of the product by the 
consumer, its end–of-life (reuse, recycling or disposal) as 
well as the various methods of transport occurring 
between every link of the chain.



LCA in 
CPH Group.
As a company, we have recognised the importance of 
an environmentally sustainable approach to the print 
and signage industry.

This being the case, we, CPH Group, ensure that we 
offer a range of products that are made from sustainable 
materials and offer advice and guidance on correct use 
and disposal of these products. 

January 2023 will see the launch of our new eco Print 
range including 100% paper based rigid boards and 
PVC free print media. The CPH Group eco. series is an 
environmentally friendly 100% PVC-free print media 
range and is free from heavy metals, phthalates, 
plasticisers and isocyanate-containing compounds.

We will also continue supplying PROBOND aluminium 
panels which are manufactured using 30% recycled 
materials and can also be recycled.  



What are the benefits 
of recycling?

You help close the recycling loop by buying new 
products made from recycled materials. There are 
thousands of products that contain recycled content. 
When you go shopping, look for the following:

Reduces Greenhouse Emissions – Producing 
aluminium from bauxite ore gives off carbon dioxide 
as a by-product. It is estimated that aluminium and 
carbon dioxide are produced in equal amounts 
during this process.

Conserves natural resources such as timber, water 
and minerals..

Reduces Landfills – Every product that is not 
recycled or thrown away will either end up in the 
landfills or the scrapyard. But, recycling minimises 
landfills, which eventually aids the environment. 

CPH Group has a clear mission to achieve the 
following objectives in the coming years:

•  continual development and research of new   
 products available to be used in substainable   
 signage and print settings.

•  provide updated information so that the    
 environmental implications of the use of print and   
 signage media within different sectors can be   
 quantified and understood

•  continue promoting use of recycled and PVC free   
 media through the industry.

•  advocate for LCA to be used to promote life cycle  
 thinking, to support policy and decision-making.

•  ensure 100% commitment to minimising waste and  
 correct disposal of waste materials at company level.

future
mission.


